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Nebraska’s Top National Rankings 
 
1st Beef and veal exports, 2023 – $1,780,838,180 
 Commercial cattle slaughter, 2023 – 6,805,500 head 
 Harvested cropland acres, irrigated, 2022 – 7,857,031  

acres 
 Great Northern bean production, 2023 – 664,000 cwt 
 Cash receipts per capita, 2022 - $16,098 
 
2nd All cattle and calves, Jan. 1, 2024 – 6,250,000 head 
 Popcorn production, 2022– 333,276,821 lbs 
 Ethanol production, 2023 – 2,345,000,000 gallons 
 Pinto bean production, 2023 – 986,000 cwt.  
 All cattle on feed, Jan. 1, 2024 – 2,750,000 head 
 Commercial red meat production, 2023 - 7,637,300,000 lbs. 
 Proso millet production, 2023 – 5,037,000 bushels  
 No-till cropland acres, 2022 – 10,101,251 acres 
 Bison, 2022 – 32,206 head 
 
3rd Cash receipts all farm commodities, 2022 –  

$31,616,234,000, 5.9% of the U.S. total 
 Corn for grain production, 2023 – 1,729,300,000 bushels 
 Corn exports, 2022 – $2,254,400,000 
 
4th Beef cows, Jan. 1, 2024 – 1,637,000 head 
 Cash receipts from all livestock and products, 2022 –  

$15,555,589,000, 6.0% of U.S. total 
 Cash receipts from all crops, 2022 – $16,060,645,000,  

5.8% of U.S. total 
 Total animal products exports, 2022 – $2,413,400,000 
 All dry edible bean production, 2023 – 1,966,000 cwt.  
 Light red kidney bean production, 2023 – 33,000 cwt.  
 All hay production, 2023 – 5,330,000 tons  
 Land in farms and ranches, 2023 – 44,000,000 acres  
 Dry edible pea production, 2023 – 409,000 cwt.  
 Cover crop acres, 2022 – 925,686 acres 
 
5th Agricultural exports, 2022 – $9,977,000,000 
 Alfalfa hay production, 2023 – 2,890,000 tons 
 Grain sorghum production, 2023 – 16,425,000 bushels 
 Sunflower production, 2023 – 44,175,000 lbs. 
 Soybean exports, 2022 – $2,343,300,000 
 Sugarbeet production, 2023 – 1,333,000 tons  
  
6th All hogs and pigs on farms, Dec. 1, 2023 – 3,800,000 head 
 Commercial hog slaughter, 2023 – 7,544,200 head 
 Harvest cropland acres, 2022 – 18,003,280 acres 
 Soybean production, 2023 – 266,770,000 bushels 
 
7th Pastureland acres, 2022 – 21,940,079 acres 
 
8th Pork exports, 2023 – $359,433,309 
 
14th Winter wheat production, 2023 – 36,960,000 bushels 
 Organic cropland acres, 2021 - 112,949 acres 
 

Nebraska Ag Facts 
 

• 1 in 4 jobs in Nebraska are related to agriculture. 

• Nebraska had 44,400 farms and ranches during 2023; the 
average operation consisted of 991 acres. 

• The total value of agricultural products sold in 2022 was $31.6 
billion.  Of that total value of production, 52% originated from 
livestock with 48% from crops.  

• Nebraska’s 10 leading commodities (in order of value) for 2022 
cash receipts are cattle and calves, corn, soybeans, hogs, dairy 
products (milk), chicken eggs, hay, misc. crops, wheat, and 
potatoes. 

• In 2021, every dollar in agricultural exports generated $1.07 in 
economic activities such as transportation, financing, 
warehousing and production. 

• Nebraska’s $9.98 billion in agricultural exports in 2022 
translates into $10.68 billion in additional economic activity. 

• Nebraska’s top five agricultural exports in 2022 were soybeans 
and soybean products, corn, beef, ethanol, and pork. 

• In 2023, Nebraska ranked second in ethanol production 
capacity, with 24 operating plants having production capacity of 
over 2.3 billion gallons. 

• Approximately 35% of Nebraska’s 2023 corn crop was utilized in 
ethanol production. 

• During 2022, the average age of producers in Nebraska was 
56.9 years.  The number of young producers (age 34 or less) 
was 9,031 or 11% of all producers.  The number of female 
producers was 26,364 or 33% of all producers. 

 
Nebraska’s Natural Resources 
 

• Nebraska’s farms and ranches utilize 44 million acres, 89.4% of 
the state’s total land area. 

• Nebraska is fortunate to have aquifers below it. If poured over 
the surface of the state, the water in those aquifers would have 
a depth of 37.9 feet (11.6 meters).  

• Nearly 80,000 miles of rivers and streams add to Nebraska’s 
bountiful natural resources. 

• There are 22 million acres of rangeland and pastureland in 
Nebraska, half of which are in the Sandhills. 
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